IDENTIFICATION OF STRUCTURE                  165
of there being undrained deposits if the conditions are otherwise
favorable.
"Red beds77 are in general unfavorable to the generation of
oil and gas within themselves because they are unusually
almost or quite barren of organic remains. However, oil and
gas generated elsewhere may migrate into such strata and have
been found in formations of this character. Coarse, porous
sandstones interbedded with black shales or porous dolomitic
limestones are usually favorable because they contain organic
matter from which the oil and gas may be derived, and also in-
clude members well adapted to the migration and accumulation
of these substances.
Beds may change in character within short distances, and
their irregularity along the outcrop often furnishes the best
available evidence as to what variations can be expected in the
other directions.